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PRESS RELEASE 
 
Eldorado Area Water & Sanitation District Announces Consumer Confidence Report for 2025 
Including Recent Perfluorinated Compound Water Quality Results 
 
Eldorado at Santa Fe, NM -  The Eldorado Area Water and Sanitation District completed its most 
recent Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) on April 1, 2026 to report on water quality in its 
production wells.  
 
The District tests water from more than 40 locations throughout the EAWSD, taking more than 
1,200 samples and conducting 100,000 analyses of these samples each year.  
 
While the new report indicates compliance with all state and federal drinking water standards, 
tests revealed a detectable amount of Per- and Polyfluorinated Substances (PFAS) in 
groundwater samples collected at the Entry Point-1 (11 Avenida Eldorado, Santa Fe NM 87507).  
 
“EAWSD provides some of the cleanest drinking water in the State of New Mexico and we plan 
to keep it that way. We’re alerting residents directly of this finding now because the District 
Board of Directors is transparent and proactive, “said General Manager Maya Clifford. “We did 
not create this problem, and we will be a part of its solution.” 
  
EAWSD started testing for PFAS and other perfluorinated compounds in January of 2023 as 
required by federal guidelines. In 2025, the District detected PFHxA, PFPeA, and PFOA from a 
sampling location connected to Well 17 and Well 18 in the northwest portion of the District 
service area. Further analysis revealed the compounds were present in Well 17 alone as Well 18 
was down for repair and cleaning. The District’s normal operation procedures call for water 
from Well 17 and Well 18 to be mixed before it moves into distribution. When water is mixed in 
this manner, none of the compounds have been present in detectable level. 
   
Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) are chemicals of emerging 
concern prevalent in the environment that were commonly used in many consumer products 
including carpet, clothing, fabrics for furniture, paper packaging for food, and other materials 
(e.g., cookware) that are resistant to water, grease or stains. They are also used for firefighting 
at airfields and in industrial processes. PFOA and PFOS are two of the more than 4,000 per – 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), a group of synthetic chemicals that have been in use 
since the 1940s. PFOA and PFOS are no longer used in the United States but are still produced 
elsewhere in the world. 
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Humans have been exposed to these chemicals for decades through consumer products. 
Drinking water is only one source of potential exposure. Communities across the country are 
confronting the presence of PFAS in surface water and groundwater.  The US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) believes that exposure to different PFAS may lead to a variety of 
health effects and has established health advisory levels for different PFAS in drinking water.  
The current proposed standard is 4.0 ppt for PFOA and PFOS. (For additional information from 
the EPA concerning PFAS, go to https://www.epa.gov/pfas.) 
 
Technologies do exist to reduce PFAS in drinking water.  For information about such 
technologies, go to https://epa.gov/sciencematters/reducing-pfas-drinking-water-treatment-
technologies. 
 
(For the location of the wells tested by the EAWSD and complete test results, go to News & 
Notices on the following page https://www.eawsd.org.)  
 
As enforceable regulations are pending at the state and federal levels, the EAWSD will continue 
to proactively test for PFOA and PFOS at all water quality sites throughout the service area. We 
will also continue to collaborate on this critical issue and engage legislators and elected and 
appointed officials who are working to set regulatory levels on these compounds.   
 
The District is in the process of developing an updated Water Utility Master Plan 2026, which  
includes permanent water quality treatment technology to address PFAS in the District’s water 
system.  EAWSD has applied for funding to pay for additional treatment from the Aqueous Film-
Forming Foam (AFFF) Products Liability Litigation (MDL 2873) as a Phase 2 claimant.  The 
District will also pursue state grant funding to further investigate the prevalence of PFAS 
around the southern Santa Fe Basin.  
 
“The water delivered to our customers meets all the state and federal drinking water 
standards,” Clifford concluded. “We will keep our community informed of future sampling 
results.”  
 
For additional information, please contact Maya R Clifford, General Manager at (505) 607-2921 
or general.manager@eawsd.org. 
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